Fifty years ago the scholars were unanimously convinced that the Spanish Bible of Ferrara (1553) was printed in two editions: one for Jews, and one for Christians. These differed only in the dedications and in a few details in the text. The so called «Jewish edition» was presented to doña Gracia Naci while the «Chris-tian» one was dedicated to Duke Hercules the second \ After examining almost all the available copies of the Bible, in 1955 Stanley Rypins proved that there was one only edition, with two different types of volume ^. The variations were introduced in the course of the run ^ From a technical point of view this was certainly true.
Uriel Macias has recently called attention to a distinctive feature of major importance: the insertion, in the «Jewish» version, of two additional folios with the «Tabla de las haphtaroth de todo el año»"*. does not state whether Duarte lived in Ferrara at the time. He had already settled in this city on July the 6^^ 1552 when he bought 11 woollen pieces from the Camera Ducale ^^ together with two merchants of his nation. Three months later he bought 12 more pieces ^^. Jerónimo de Vargas described himself as a Spaniard in the colophon of the Bible («Christian» variant) ^l The specification was not casual: it was meant to stress the cultural and affective linkage with his (or his family's) land of origin ^^. As far as I know he was called «hispano» only on another occasion ^^.
However, he called himself a Portuguese in his dealings with the ducal government. In an undated (1551) statement presented to the Duke^°, Didacus (Diego) Pyrrhus (at that time engaged in the publishing enterprise) and Hyeroniomus Vargas, both Lusitanian, mentioned the privilege allowing them to print books, especially in Spanish ^\ The two partners requested judicial intervention against two Italian printers hired for the purpose: unfortunately, they had proved to be lazy and inefficient.
In the notarial documents drawn up in Ferrara, Jerónimo presented himself as a Portuguese (or Lusitanian) merchant without stating his religious affiliation. For instance, on August 
